


DLS A5 Big Three 
 
This amplifier can be summed up very briefly: beautiful, convenient and 
reliable 
 
SOME AUDIOPHILES think that back channels are completely unnecessary, and that for enjoyable sound 
a high quality front and a sub woofer are all that are necessary. The most popular option in this case is a four 
channel amplifier in which one pair of channels is used in a crossover as a subwoofer. However there are 
also 3 - channel units with a special subwoofer channel, in particular an innovation from the well known 
Swedish company “DLS”. 
 
The top of the range “Ultimate” amplifier is high quality and sturdy, and finished to a high specification. 
The only quibble is that it is sometimes difficult to read the labels on the tuning controls. The advantage of 
the subwoofer channel is that it is considerably more powerful, fitted with a subsonic filter, and can operate 
on a low load of up to 1.33 ohm. True, in the latter case it will heat up considerably, but the manufacturers 
have taken this into account, and have set up a separately controlled fan outlet, the speed of the fan 
depending on the degree of heating of the amplifier. The amplifier sound possesses all the virtues inherent of 
high class technology, but for lovers of gentle and melodious tonal quality its output will seem somewhat 
harsh. Lovers of rock and contemporary electronic rhythm and dynamic music with a clearly defined 
rhythmic base in general will be gratified by the powerful energy with which the amplifier imbues musical 
material. In these genres the sound becomes “electronic” and even creates a background mood of festivity 
and gaiety. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
TECHNICAL PARAMETERS 
Output (4 ohm; 13.8 V)  
2 x 50 Watts + 1 x 300 Watts 
Frequency band 5 - 60,000 Hz 
Harmonic distortion factor < 0.1% 
Signal / noise ratio > 100 decibels 
Frequency cut-off and crossover filters attenuation characteristic steepness: front high-pass filter channels: 
50 - 150 Hz; 
6 decibels / oct 
low-pass filter subwoofer channel: 40 - 90 Hz 
12 decibels / oct; low-pass filter1 : 25 Hz, 18 decibels / oct. 
Fuses: 3 x 30 A 
Dimensions: 410 x 240 x 73 mm 
 
$ 612 approx. 
 
PROS AND CONS 
CON: Illegible labels on controls 
PRO: Can operate on a low ohm load 
 
ILLUSTRATION 
If necessary the low pass filter2 can also be switched off. 
 
Outlets for connection of a subwoofer, more powerful than frontal units and set up separately. 
 
If a fan is connected here the speed at which it turns at will depend on the level to which the amplifier heats 
up. 
 
 

                                                           
1 Possible meaning, non-standard acronym 
2 Possible meaning, non-standard acronym 
 



 


