






Multi-channel amplifiers with Audiophile sound are rare. The DLS A7 wants to belong to this exclusive 
circle. 
 
Fine products 
 
Super natural sound: The DLS A7 intends to offer highly natural sound reproduction - The logo plate on the 
housing says so. 
 
Looking for a high-performance multi-channel amplifier that just does not produce power, but also offers 
audiophile sound quality, you very quickly come up against the limits of current technology. Although there is 
quite a large number of multi-channel amplifiers slugging it out in the middle and upper classes, members of the 
leading edge class are much rarer. 
 
The DLS A7, costing 1250 Euro, has clear high-end ambitions, however. As with the other amplifiers in the 
ultimate class, the A7 comes with a very beautiful, brushed heat sink with a discreet DLS logo, and thus appears 
to be very soundly made. This impression is reinforced by the titanium coloured design and the expensive, 
individually tightened cinch terminals. But this is not enough by itself; the equipment in the DLS is so obviously 
well set up that it really works well in practice.  
 
Sensible equipment 
There is an adjustable high-pass filter for the first pair of channels that can operate at two different frequency 
ranges. The same applies to the low-pass filter for the second pair of channels, which also has a high-pass filter. 
The various frequency ranges are configured by means of switches on the base plate. 
 
This sub-division of frequency ranges offers the advantage that the cross-over frequency can be easily set up. All 
variants of sub-woofer and fully active drive for standard supplies to the bass elements in the front and rear 
systems are also catered for. 
 
The sub-channel has a low-pass filter which can be adjusted from 50 to 125 Hertz and a phase shifter. If the sub-
woofer which is connected also needs to be protected from the very lowest frequencies, a sub-sonic filter of 25 
Hertz can also be switched in. Finally, a remote level control is supplied, to allow the amplifier to be adjusted 
from the driver’s seat. 
 
High value components 
Inside the A7, there are two separate circuit boards, which are only connected by three insulated brass bushes 
and a multi-connector. The actual mono channel thus accommodates the twin power supply, which is equipped 
with high speed MOSFET transistors and is also responsible for supplying the other four channels with power. 
 
At the amplifier input, there are excellent low noise and low distortion operation amplifiers supplied by Analog 
Devices and Burr-Brown to receive the low-level music signal and pass it on to the power section. The quality of 
the components is excellent, without doubt. Encapsulated potentiometers, low tolerance DLS and ELNA 
capacitors, and induction-free resistors are used. This means that most of the components in the mains supply 
and signal processing sections consist of SMD devices. 
 
No less than 32 final transistors are used to supply enough current to weld with - 16 for the four-channel section 
and 16 in the monoblock. These operate directly underneath the circuit board, in contact with the heat sink, the 
usual practice for the DLS ultimate range, and previously used by Audio Art amplifiers. In connection with a 
stabilised mains power supply, the output of the DLS A7 was up to 4x102 Watts or 1x442 Watts into 2 Ohm.  
 
Authentic sound 
In accordance with the DLS premise of “Super Natural Sound”, the A7 did a sensitive job in the listening studio. 
With beautiful spatial reproduction and precise localisation of voices and instruments, it was in the same league 
as the best of the profession. 
 
The live track of “Live in Paris and Toronto” by Loreena McKennit was outstandingly authentic via the DLS 
amplifier. In direct comparison with the VRX 6.420 reference amplifier, the A7 only lacked the slightest shading 
in the higher tones and had a slightly warmer bass. The VRX had its heat sink slightly ahead in the matter of bass 
precision, as well. 
 
This means that the DLS A7 from the high North is among the best multi-channel amplifiers on the planet, and is 
really worth its 1250 Euro. 
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